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Attention Members: 

 

Please help keep  

our station clean and 

presentable to the public! 

 

May 2 009  Training Update  
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As the warm weather stays with us, the usage of the river, creek and other bodies of water in and around the city increases 

dramatically.  In alignment with such usage, we should take efforts to prepare ourselves for potential water rescues.  Many years 

ago MFD had a very active water rescue program which seemed to have dwindled by the time I became a member in 1999.  How-

ever, we have acquired a boat, and despite the maintenance issues that had kept it out of service most of last summer, the boat is 

still with us and we should make every attempt to become proficient with its deployment and use.  We must keep in mind that we 

have a large population in the city and it is not uncommon for people to swim and boat in the river.  This can create a rescue 

situation for us and we should be prepared to be able to make this rescue.  Recently, two of our firefighters, Matt and Alex Dunn, 

attended water rescue operations classes at the NYS Academy.  Once we get acquainted with the operation of the boat, we will be 

able to tap into what they learned to be able to establish a solid water rescue team and seek out some additional equipment.  I 

urge everyone interested in this program to attend the schedule training sessions for boat operations and to conduct cross train-

ing on the open Wednesdays. 

Also, in pursuit of some advanced truck company training, we have enlisted of help of a former local firefighter, Scott Hickey, who 

has been employed on a truck company in the FDNY for the past 8 years.  Our goal is to learn some real world techniques that are 

proven effective.  The first training session will actually cover company operations (Engine and Truck duties) since in order to 

perform effective search and ventilation work, we need to completely understand what the goal of the engine company is.  We are 

planning to have Scott up to kick off with a classroom session on Wednesday 7/22.  After that we are going to schedule additional 

hands on training with him.  Once I confirm the 7/22 date, I will post a flyer in the stations and through email since it is imperative 

that we have a great turn out for this training. 

This month there is scheduled training on 6/24 where Life Net will be conducting landing zone training in the classroom and at the 

City garage where they will land the helicopter.  Towards the end of the month and into July, assistance will be needed with con-

vention preparation. 

Thank you for your continued dedication, 

Tim Cuilla 

Upcoming Convention Parade 
 
The 82nd Annual Hudson Mohawk Convention Parade 
we are is coming up on July 9, 10 and 11th. We will be 
dedication a few of the upcoming Wednesday nights to 
preparation work for the parade. 

 
Any members interested in assisting should contact 
the convention committee. 

 
Some of the events scheduled so far are: 

 Association Meetings Thursday July 9th and 

Friday July 10th 

 Ladies Auxiliary Meeting Thursday July 9th. 

Registration is 7 PM at the Central Fire Station 
on North Main St. The meeting is at 8 PM. 

 Ladies Outing Friday July 10th at the Racino. The 

ladies will assemble at 9 AM at the central Fire 
Station on North Main St. The bus will leave at 
9:30 AM and will return to the city by 4 PM for 

the delegates outing at the Hemstreet Park Fire 
Department pavilion.  

 Delegates Outing Friday July 10th. Registration is 

at 8 AM at the Mechanicville Community Center 

located at the intersection of Park Ave and 
South Main St. The meeting will follow at 9 AM.  

 Mardi Gras Parade Friday July 10th. Lineup at 6 

PM at the American Legion at 427 South Main St.  

 Entertainment by Larry Grayson and Dj Express 

Friday July 10th 6-10 PM.  

 Dress Parade Saturday July 11th. Lineup at 12 PM 

at the American Legion at 427 South Main St.  

 Live Entertainment on Saturday July 11th: 

 Opening band "Stones 2 Throw" 

from 3pm-6pm. 

 Capital areas well known rock band 

"Even The Odd" will perform from 
7pm-11pm. 

 On Saturday July 11th there will be a Carnival, 

Vendors, Giveaways, and fun for the entire 
family. Don't miss the Spectacular Fireworks 
Display by Alonzo Fireworks on Saturday evening 

at 10 PM.  

57     5/01     Mutual Aid Hillcrest 

Mutual aid to Hillcrest for a fire alarm at 52 Ralinsky Lane.  
Crews were held in station prior to response.  

58     5/01     Structure Fire 
Structure fire at 65 William St.  PD forced entry to the bldg. and 
reported smoke in the bldg.  Crews found a junction box in the 

basement burning and cut power to the unit.  Extension was 
limited to the wood around the box. ETA 42-1, E41-1 and T39-1 
responded with Car 39.   

59     5/01     Outside Burn 
Outside burn reported in the vicinity of the C building at J.S. 

Moore.  Crews arrived to find no fire, the call was a result of a 
neighbor dispute.  ETA 44-1 responded. 

60     5/03     Mutual Aid Arvin Hart 
Cover assignment at AHFD Station 1. 

61      5/05     Mutual Aid Arvin Hart 
Cover assignment AHFD Station 1 

62     5/07    Indoor Odor of Gas 
 Smell of gasoline inside the residence at Round Lake and Shee-

han St.  Car 39-9 arrived. There was an obvious odor in the 
second floor.  Crews gained access to one of the first floor apts. 
and found a dissembled motorcycle in the living room with pans 
of gas and oil in the room as well.  Crews removed the hazard, 

ventilated, and called Code Enforcement.  ETA 42-1 responded.  

63     5/11     Mutual Aid Hemstreet Park 
Mutual aid to Hemstreet Park for a structure fire on Pinewoods 
Rd.  Crews arrived and were assigned to ventilation duties by 
command.  A second crew arrived and assisted with interior 

attack and overhaul.  ETA 42-1 and 44-1 responded with Cars 39, 
39-0, and 39-9. 

64     5/12     Structure Fire 

Working structure fire at 130 North 5th Ave.  Crews arrived and 
were confronted with heavy fire on the first floor.  An interior 
attack was conducted on the first floor and an interior search 
was conducted on the second floor along with confinement of 

extension.  The roof was also ventilated.  The fire was knocked 

down and declared under control within a half an hour.  E41-1, 
ETA 42-1, ETA 44-1, L39-1, U39-2 and Cars 39, 39-0, and 39-9 

responded.  a 2nd alarm was sounded from Car 39-9 on the 
initial call and Hemstreet Park and Hillcrest provided one ETA 
each to stand by in MFD central station.  Clifton Park provided a 
FAST team to the scene.  

65     5/15     Outside Smoke Condition 

Reported line down and burning at the NYSEG substation on 
Central Ave.  Car 39 arrived and reported it was a misting 
system that the DEC was using to clean up the spill site to the 
North of the substation.  The caller apparently confused that 

with the wire that was smoking.   

66     5/20     Vehicle Fire 
Reported tractor on fire at the Hudson View Cemetery.  Crews 
arrived and found that a Hillcrest chief had also noticed the fire 
and used a fire extinguisher on it.  Crews pulled a line and 

doused some hot spots.  ETA 42-1 responded with Car 39-9.  

67     5/20     Mutual Aid Clifton Park Fire 
Cover assignment at Clifton Park Station 

68     5/30     Personal Injury Auto Accident 
Car vs. parked car due to medical condition on South Main at 
Tallmadge.  Car 39-0 on scene requesting one engine to the 

scene.  ETA 42-1 and U39-2 responded.  

May 2 009  Alarms  
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Chie fs  R eport  

Alarms – (17) 

(12) City calls 

(5) Mutual aid requests 

The Department responded to two working structure fires during the month.  On 5/11/2009, the Department responded with two 

ETA’s to a working structure fire on Pinewoods Rd, Town of Schaghticoke to assist Hemstreet Park Fire Dept. with extinguish-

ment, roof operations and overhaul. 

The following day, 5/12/2009 a structure fire occurred at 130 North Fifth Ave, City of Mechanicville. Firefighters worked quickly 

and contained the fire to the kitchen area. The fire caused smoke and heat damage throughout the structure. The cause was 

determined to be a plugged dryer vent house. We would like to remind everyone to ensure their dryer vent hoses are clear of 

lint build up or debris that could ignite. Please inspect your system regularly, and be careful not to pinch the vent hose when 

pushing the dryer back into its position after inspections or maintenance. 

Drills – (6) 

The Department held five drills during the month covering subjects such as hydrant operations, ladder operations, ground 

ladder deployment and positioning and a mask confidence course was run for our membership. Mask confidence is an obstacle 

course set up to simulate activities at an incident to practice different evolutions where firefighters need to make special res-

cues, enter confined spaces and navigate obstacles with limited sight.  

Training 

5 members are presently enrolled in Hazardous Materials Technician class, a 40 hour NYS training course. 

Activities 

Our Department attended the Memorial Service held on 5/21/2009 on North Main St. The large American Flag was displayed 

from T39-1 and the Department placed a wreath at the Monument.  

On 5/22/2009, a crew with T39-1, displayed the large American flag in Stillwater for their Memorial Service. 

The Annual Dare race sponsored by the Mechanicville Police Department was held on 5/27/2009. Fire police and firefighters 

from our Department assisted with traffic control and participant safety.  

Our monthly “All you can eat Breakfast” was held on 5/24/2009. We appreciate all the support we have received over the last 

few years. Breakfasts will be suspended until the fall months. The funds raised will help support the activities during the Hudson 

Mohawk Vol. Firefighters Assoc. Convention being held in Mechanicville July 9th thru July 11th to celebrate our 125th year as a 

Department. Please come out and help us celebrate this occasion! 

*Chief’s Show is 6/10, 6/11, 6/12 at the Turning Stone Casino near Utica, NY If anyone needs passes, please see one of the 

Chief’s.  C39 and C39-0 will attend 6/11, 6/12 

*On 6/14 – T39-1 will attend the Observance of Flag Day at the Elk’s Club at 3pm. Please see an Officer of T39-1 if you are avail-

able. 

*The HVVFA convention in Lake George is on 6/20 Apparatus attending will muster at the Fran Cove Hotel on Rt. 9 at 11am. At-

tending will be T39-1, U39-2, ETA42-1 – If you need a ride up to the parade – please see a Chief. 

*There is a log on T39-1 to track usage so proper maintenance is done on the aerial device.  Please fill it out and log how many 

times the ladder is extended and retracted. After 15 uses – it must be greased. Please contact an Officer if you are the 15th user 

so it can be serviced. 

*When drilling on the dock – the Chief’s request you use discretion when boats are moored. If there isn’t space for drafting 

operations safely, please do not use the dock. 

*Please refrain from arguing in Public – Save it for the Station, we need to act like professionals when in the Public eye.  
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Up Coming Drills 
 

June 

 6/17 - Convention Preparation 

 6/24 - Lifenet Demo 

July 

 7/01 - Convention Preparation 

 7/08 - Convention Preparation 

 7/15 - Cross Training 

 7/22 - Company Operations 

 7/25 - Ventilation Training 

 7/29 - Ventilation Training 

Note: MVA/Car Fire Training will be 

announced as vehicles are 

obtained. Additionally, each 

Training Session will address 

OSHA topics and a log will be 

kept for each firefighter. 

 

 

NOTICE 

 
If you have not  

received an updated copy 
of the fire dept. response  

guidelines, please  
see a line officer to  

request a copy. 
 

All members need to  
obtain a copy and  

review the material con-
tained within them. 

Annual Golf Tournament was held on Saturday, May 30th at the Fairways of Halfmoon Golf Course. The tournament raised over 

$2,300 for the department. 22 teams comprised of 87 golfers participated. 19 local business’ supported the tournament in the 

form of hole sponsors and door prizes. We would like to thank those who helped make the day a success. Hope to see everyone 

there next year! 

- David Zecca & Jeff Alonzo 

MFD Annual Golf Tournament Held 
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Please help keep  

our station clean and 

presentable to the public! 

 

 
 
 
 

Annual MFD Golf  

Tournament 

 

Four Person Best Ball Scram-

ble 

 

Saturday, May 30 2009 

 

At the Fairways of Halfmoon 

Golf Course 

 

11:30am Check-In/Lunch 

Noon Shotgun Start 

 

$85 per player 

Includes Lunch, Italian Buffet 

Dinner and Beverages on the 

Course 

 

Prizes: 

Team Prizes, Longest Drive, 

Closest to the Pin, Whole in One 

Car Give-a-Way, Door Prizes, 

50/50 Raffle and More! 

 

Team & Tee Sponsor Applica-

tions due no later than Wednes-

day, May 20th. 

 

For more information, contact 

Jeff Alonzo at 365-0466 or 

David Zecca at 788-2853 
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Monthly Chiefs  Report 

April Total Alarms – (24) 

(21) City Alarms 

(3) Mutual Aid Requests 

The Department responded to two working structure fires during the month. April 17, 2009, a structure fire 

occurred at 510 Broadway causing extensive damage to the building of the fire origin. Light damage oc-

curred to houses on either side due to the rapid advancement of the fire prior to our notification. As a 

reminder to all residents and business owners, please do not delay calling the Fire Department before any 

attempt at extinguishment of a fire no matter how small it seems! 

April 22, 2009, the Department responded to the James Thompson Mill fire in Valley Falls with T39-1 to 

provide an elevated waterway and manpower to assist in the overhaul phase. 

Drills – (5) 

The Department held five drills during the month covering subjects such as water supply operations, fire 

ground tactics including initial attack and general safety.  

Training 

Four members are presently enrolled in Hazardous Materials Awareness, a NYS Fire Course 

Activities 

 On April 5, 2009 the annual White Water Derby was held. The Department stationed rescue crews 

along the creek in town with the help of several other mutual aid companies. We would like to extend 

our thanks to Stillwater FD, Hemstreet Park FD, Melrose FD, Waterford FD and Round Lake FD for all 

their help. 

 On April 24, 2009, the Department assisted with the Lassie League Opening Day parade and bonfire. 

 April 25, 2009 the Department assisted with the Little League parade and opening day .  

 Our monthly “All you can eat Breakfast” was held on April 26, 2009. The next breakfast will be held on 

May 24, 2009 from 8am till 12pm at the Central Fire Station. We look forward to the continued sup-

port. 

Curfew Status 

The Chief’s are happy to announce the curfew imposed by the Mayor has been lifted. There will be a review 

of this policy in six months and if no complaints occur – the curfew will remain lifted. 

Mutual Aid Response 

Tim Cuilla looked into Mutual Aid Response for the Chief’s. It has been determined that the County’s re-

sponse plan calls for minimum staffing and an Officer to respond to Mutual Aid requests. It also states that 

a SENIOR member can act as an Officer for these responses. The Chief’s recommend waiting for an Officer 

to respond with any vehicle leaving the city. In the event an Officer isn’t available – a judgment call can be 

made by members present to respond with a senior member. Please resort to the Department SOG’s for 

further detail. 

Parking 

As a reminder to all our members – DO NOT PARK ILLEGALLY near the fire stations – take special care not 

to block hydrants and/or entrances to businesses. Please do not park on the sidewalk as well. If you are 

parked illegally, the police will contact the scene to have the member come back to the station to move the 

vehicle immediately. The Chief’s are actively working to alleviate the parking problems with the Mayor.  
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Up Coming Drills 
May 

 5/16 - F.A.S.T. Training 

 5/20 - Cross Training 

 5/23 - Ground/Aerial Ladders 

 5/27 - Ground/Aerial Ladders 

June 

 6/03 - U 39-2 Familiarization 

 6/06 - Water Rescue Ops 

 6/10 - Cross Training 

 6/17 - Convention Preparation 

 6/24 - Lifenet Demo 

Note: MVA/Car Fire Training will be an-

nounced as vehicles are obtained. 

Additionally, each Training Session will 

address OSHA topics and a log will be 

kept for each firefighter. 

 

 

 

NOTICE 

 
If you have not  

received an updated copy 
of the fire dept. response  

guidelines, please  
see a line officer to  

request a copy. 
 

All members need to  
obtain a copy and  

review the material con-
tained within them. 

Recently, it has been brought to the attention of the line officers that members are confused and un-

clear about our guidelines for Mutual Aid Response. Below you will find a copy of our department guide-

line for Apparatus Staffing which explains MFD requirements for staffing vehicles responding to Mutual 

Aid alarms. If you have any questions or you have not received a copy of the department SOG’s, please 

contact one of the line officers. 
 

Emergency Operations 
 

Apparatus Staffing 
 

Purpose: To set a minimum man-power requirement for all Fire Department appa-
ratus responding to alarms in and around the City of Mechanicville. 
 
City Calls: Minimum of 4 person crew for ALL APPARATUS except U 39-2 
 Minimum Crew of Four: 

 1 Qualified Driver 

 1 Officer or Class A Firefighter 

 1 Class A firefighter and 1 Class B. 

Note: Lenience will be granted 5 minutes after dispatch. 

U 39-2 ɀ Minimum Crew of Two: 
 1 Qualified Driver 

 1 Firefighter 

MR 39-3 ɀ Minimum Crew of Three: 
 1 Qualified Boat Operator 

 2 Members 

Mutual Aid Calls: Minimum 4 person crew for all apparatus responding to mutual 
aid calls 

 1 Qualified Driver 

 1 Officer (should be a Chief, Captain or Lieutenant) 

 2 Class A Firefighters 

Note: If possible, respond with a crew of 6. Apparatus should attempt to re-

spond to Mutual Aid calls with a Captain or Lieutenant on the vehicle when-

ever possible. 

Additional 
A. If a Line Officer is not present, the senior man on the truck is in charge 

of the crew. 

B. Class A Firefighters take preference for ALL Alarms. Members, who do 

not hold the status of Class A, may be asked to give up their seat for an 

interior firefighter at the request of the officer on the apparatus. 

Apparatus Staffing SOG Confusion  


