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July 2 009  Alarms  

83 7/01 Hazardous Condition 

Wires down on Central Ave in front of Faldoni’s 

84 7/01 Hazardous Condition 

Flooding Central Ave. between South St. and Park 

Ave. 

85 7/01 Hazardous Condition 

Flooding First Ave. 

86 7/01 Hazardous Condition 

Flooding Ellsworth Ave at the Dutch Gap. 

87 7/01 Hazardous Condition 

Wires arching in front of 293 South Main St. 

88 7/01 Service Call 

Pump Out at 79 Edna Ave. 

89 7/01 Mutual Aid 

Mutual Aid to Hemstreet Park Fire Dept. Request for 

Fire Police for Road Closures. 

90 7/01 Hazardous Condition 

NYSEG Power pole burning behind the Old Elemen-

tary School on N. Main St. 

91 7/01 Service Call 

Pump Out at 137 South Third Ave. 

92 7/01 Service Call 

Pump Out at 1 Bennington Ave 

93 7/02 Service Call 

Pump Out at 79 Edna Ave. 

94 7/02 Rescue 

Report of a young child fallen into the Hudson River. 

Call Cancelled. Child found not to have fallen into the 

water. 

95 7/02 Service Call 

Pump Out 517 Grand St. 

96 7/04 Hazardous Condition 

Light Pole fire at the Park Plaza. 44-1, 39 and 39-9 

responded. Power shut off to pole and property 

owners notified. 

97 7/04 HazMat 

369 South Main St. Possible Gas leak in a residence 

with Illness. Crews arrived to find no Gas or CO in 

the residence. Elderly female on scene presenting 

symptoms of general illness. Patient in care of EMS 

on scene. ETA 42-1, T39-1 and Car 39 responded. 

98 7/05 HazMat 

302 South Main St. Strong odor of gas in the resi-

dence. Son of home owner found the gas stove on 

but not lit. Turned of and called 911. EMS on scene to 

evaluate an elderly female. ETA 42-1, Car 39, 39-0 

and 39-9 responded. 

99 7/08 Mutual Aid 

DTMA with Hillcrest Fire Dept. for a Fire Alarm Acti-

vation at the Mechanicville Elementary School. 26 

Kniskern Ave. Cancelled prior to response. 

100 7/08 Mutual Aid 

Mutual Aid with Clifton Park Fire. 1 ETA to the scene 

of a Structure Fire at County Waste on 1927 Rt. 9. 

ETA 42-1, Car 39 and 39-0 responded. 

101 7/08 Service Call 

Pump Out at 180 S. Main St. 

102 7/17 CO Alarm 

CO Alarm Activation; no illness. 32 Round Lake Ave. 

ETA 42-1 and Car 39 responded. 

103 7/20 MVA  

Car vs. Motorcycle at Viall and Saratoga. 1 Patient 

RMA w/JARS. ETA 42-1 and Car 39-9 responded to 

assist with traffic control. 

104 7/22 Mutual Aid 

Mutual Aid with Hillcrest for a Fire Alarm at the 

Mechanicville High School. 26 Kniskern Ave. Car 39-

9 arrived to find the alarm was set off by dust from 

contractors working in the building. 

105 7/24 Mutual Aid 

T 39-1 to cover Clifton Park’s station. 

106 7/24 Mutual Aid 

1 ETA to Stand By in quarters for Hillcrest FD. ETA 42

-1 stood by. 

107 7/24 Mutual Aid 

Reported Fire Alarm at Schuyler Ridge Nursing 

Home in Clifton Park. T 39-1 and Car 39 responded. 

Crews check HVAC units for any signs of malfunction 

or fire. 

108 7/24 Mutual Aid 

Reported Audible Alarm at the Comfort Inn in Clifton 

Park. Car 39 responded. Alarm caused by a smoke 

machine in one of the rooms. All units cancelled. 

109 7/25 EMS Assist 

Assist John Ahearn with gaining entry at 200 Harris 

Ave.  ETA 44-1 responded. 

110 7/25 EMS Assist 

Assist John Ahearn with gaining entry at 321 Spring 

St.  ETA 42-1 responded. 

111 7/25 EMS Assist 

Assist John Ahearn with gaining entry at 154 Sara-

toga Ave.  Units cancelled prior to response. 

112 7/26 Service Call 

Animal Rescue. North Main St. at the Serbalik Block. 

T 39-1 responded to assist. 

113 7/28 Outside Burn 

Reported smoke condition in the area of 63 William 

St. Homeowner conducting an illegal controlled burn. 

Homeowner advised to extinguish the fire. ETA 44-1, 

Car 39, 39-0 and 39-9 responded. 
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Educate.          Protect.          Serve. 

 

 

Attention Members: 

 

Please help keep  

our station clean and 

presentable to the public! 
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Feast of the Assumption 

 
On Saturday, August 15th we 
will be running a food booth at 
the Annual Feast of the As-
sumption. 
 
Additionally a stand by crew 
will be needed for a Fireworks 
Stand By starting at 9:30pm. 
Members interested should 
contact the Chiefs. 
 

Engine Company Ops 
 

The Engine Company Op-
erations class being held by 
FDNY Firefighter Scott 
Hickey at the SCSO Fire 
Training Center might be 
getting changed to Saturday, 
October 3rd.  
 
County Coordinator Ed 
Tremblay stated due to a 
scheduling conflict, there 
will be a County Course us-
ing the facility on the origi-
nally scheduled date. 
 
A sign up sheet will be 
posted with the date change 
ASAP. If you have any ques-
tions, contact Tim Cuilla. 
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Chie fs  R eport  

Alarms 

June - 14 

(13) City calls 

(1) Mutual aid requests 

 

July – 31 

(23) City calls 

(8) Mutual aid request 

 

The department responded to (10) calls for assistance due to severe thunderstorms that moved thru the 

area the afternoon of 7/1/2009. 

The department assisted Clifton Park FD on 7/8/2009 at the County Waste facility on US Route 9 to 

assist with extinguishment efforts. 

 

Drills 

June – (3) 

July – (2) 

The Department held drills covering various subjects; more significantly were drills held in June, Lifenet 

gave a classroom lecture and hands on session for landing zone safety and procedures. We were happy 

to invite our mutual aid partners from Arvin Hart, Hemstreet Park and Hillcrest FD 

In July; Special guest – Scott Hickey of the FDNY gave a classroom lecture on Engine Company Opera-

tions specifically aimed at our Queen Ann Victorian homes and larger three story flat roof buildings 

throughout Mechanicville. We appreciate the knowledge he shared with us! 

 

Training 

 Three members Completed NYS Hazardous Materials Technician (basic) a 40 hour NYS school held 

at the Malta Ridge Fire Department. 

 Six members are currently taking Truck Company Operations in Hemstreet Park 

 

Activities 

 6/13/2009 MFD participated in the parade honoring the MHS girl’s softball team which won the 

state championship. 

 6/14/2009 MFD displayed the American flag for the Flag Dag ceremony at the Elks lodge on Park 

Ave. 

 6/17-6/18 MFD attended the wake and funeral of our longest tenured member – Ernest Lefner 

 6/19 – 6/20 MFD attended the Hudson Valley Volunteer Firefighters Association convention and 

parade. There was a ceremony held honoring 50 year members of the association. Our own Frank 

Waldron was one of the 50 year members honored  

 7/2 – 7/3 MFD attended the wake and funeral of member Raymond Lee 

 7/7/2009 MFD sponsored the Circus held at Depot Square 

 7/10 thru 7/12 MFD held the Hudson Mohawk Volunteer Firefighters Association convention and 

parade here in Mechanicville. It was a great success thanks to the hard work of our membership, 

the Stillwater Village FD, the business owners and people of Mechanicville – we thank you all!  

 7/13 MFD attended the Family Day Celebration in Tallmadge Park. We assisted with the Firecracker 

Run, our food booth, assistance with traffic safety and firework safety at the end of the evening. 2 
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Up Coming Drills 
 

August 

 8/19 - Emergency Response 

& Roadway Safety 

 8/22 - EVOC Training 

September 

 9/02 - F.A.S.T. Training 

 9/05– Water Rescue Ops 

 9/09 - Cross Training 

 9/16 - Pre-Planning 

 9/23 - High Rise Fire-

fighting 

 9/26 - Mid-Rise Drill 

 9/30 - Cross Training 

Note: MVA/Car Fire Training will 

be announced as vehicles 

are obtained. Additionally, 

each Training Session will 

address OSHA topics and a 

log will be kept for each 

firefighter. 
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August Training Update 
The following is an article by Tom Brennan who served 20 years with the FDNY. During his career he was assigned to a truck company and 

responded to over 30,000 calls. He held the rank of Captain and was an editor for Fire Engineering Magazine. Many of his articles provide 

great insight into various fire ground operations. The article below is one he wrote about Tower Ladders and was featured in Fire Engi-

neering Magazine. 

Tower Ladders 
By: Tom Brennan 

THE TOWER LADDER  is  the  m os t aggress i ve  and  ve rs a ti l e  p ie c e  o f f i r e  e qu ipm e n t s inc e  the  ad ve n t o f mecha-

n ized fire  appara tus .  I t should be se t up ,  as  should  a l l  aerial devices, for offensive fire  operations  at all occupied 

s truc­ture fires. Many communities purchase this equipment as a mobile water tower to be staged at the scene until 

strategy shifts  to defen­sive. That's thinking and planning to lose. 

The nozzle and any extensions should be  fo lded  with in  the  perimeter of the basket or removed and s tored within 

easy reach of the operator.  If we need large -caliber s treams to be operated from tower ladders or other aerial de-

vices for defensive outside operations, we have all the  time and personnel we need to change the apparatus over.  Exten-

sions (nozzles) be yond the basket rail­ ings only keep the firefighter farther from the s tructure opening he wishes to 

vent, enter, and search. All apparatus should be set up for offensive operations and not parades. 

Doors and gates on the basket framing should only be  used for entry and exit when the tower ladder is bedded, on the 

ground, or a t a  roo f pos ition .  En tr y a t windows  and o ther openings  in  the s tructure's  facade is  another matter.  The 

operator's  objective should be to place the top railing of the basket at or below the s ill of the window or base of the open-

ing. The firefighter will then be able to climb up to and over the s ill at the lowest entry point.  He won't be at the  mercy of 

the  position of the  gate  and the angle of the  boom. Entering a fire  occupancy through the gate  may be dif­ ficult; exiting 

with vic tims in various states of consciousness can be disastrous. 

The versati li ty and effectiveness o f a  hea vy towe r  ladder  re lies  on the  s treng th  and s tabili ty o f i ts  jacks  or 

tormentors .  Many require more space to set up than do aerial ladders. When confronted with an imminent life  hazard in 

a narrow s treet lined with parked au tomobiles , i t's  d ifficult to say, "Sorry, lady, i t's  too narrow for us." You must act. 

What's  your best shot? Practice positioning your tower as  c lose as  possible  to the inboard line  of cars. Assure that 

the  inboard tormentor will "droop" between two parked vehicles. With inboard strength secured, we have the maximum room 

available for the outboard side. Risk analysis can now be a valid reason for having crushed vehicles that may be to close on 

the outboard side. 

When drilling for skill with your tower ladder, get out of the  parking lot and out with the buildings. Play mental games 

with yourself.  Set specific  objecti ves  on the s tructure 's  laude. Prac­ tice getting there until you make the leas t amount 

of movements with the tower. Practice until you can "fly" to an objective in one smooth movement. The additional raise/

lower, rotate, and extend/retract movements add precious moments to the evolution. 

Positioning a tower using the basket controls is  more difficult than turntable operations. The line of s ight —the aerial rail-

ing—is gone. A useful trick is  to cons tantl y g lance down the boom and back at your objective, mentally p lacing your self 

in the line you create.  Sounds s illy, but i t works. The tendency to rise too high before extending will diminish. 

There's a great deal of debate over the time it takes to place a tower ladder at an objective as compared to the time 

it takes to place an aerial ladder. The advantage comes at the  completion of the evolution. Once the tower ladder's set, a 

rested firefighter is in place with more tools than the firefighter who still must climb the aerial ladder can carry. 

The practice of including shut-off valves at the basket end of the  telescoping waterway should be reevaluated.  A 

closed and charged column o f wa ter  is  vir tua l l y incompress ible .  Acc i­ denta l retraction using more than one ton of 

hydraulic  pressure will damage the waterway. If you shut the tower s tream by a  gate  valve in the bucket and you effec-

tively create a solid pipe from the source of supply to the nozzle at a "fixed" length where the bucket is located at that pre-

cise point, and if you shut down slowly, you can argue that water hammer is not a problem and be correct. How­ever, if you 

move the tower in any fashion that effectively reduces the length of the extended waterway, by retracting, that water has to 

go someplace. Where? Out of the waterway! You rupture the hydraulic seals on the waterway or, worse, you rupture the con-

duit i tself. Parts  must be ordered, the  truck must be transported, the  aerial must he taken apart to get at the waterway, 

and more. You are out of service for at least six months.  All shut-down operations should be done at the supply source or, 

in  emergencies, at the  base of the  tower apparatus.   

Defensive operations with tower streams can be grueling in  win te r .  Carr y a  p iece o f wood  tha t's  large  enough 

for  two  fire figh ters  to s tand on.  It insula tes  the fee t from the ice -cold me tal floor.  It' l l  s til l be  as cold , bu t you'l l be   3 



able  to fee l your feet longer. 

People remover—probably i ts  greates t service  le ve l! At one specific window with no life threat below, probably 

an aeria l ladder will do as well as or better than a tower ladder. But if the opening is above the fire floor, the tower 

ladder will provide the only "shot" at getting to and removing the vic tim(s) with some degree of calmness and safety.  

‘How many people?' is  the ques tion firefighters who have not gone to enough fires usually ask. My usual answer to 

the question is, "When you get there, you can't leave anyone." 

Victim position after removal. Has anyone ever thought of th is? You have handholds, experience, and safety be lts  

(of a ll sorts) to depend on—what about "them"? Make the victims sit on the floor of the basket, where you can keep good 

eye contact, they can hear your words of encouragement, and you can keep knee contact and control.  This  position 

prevents panic (if at all pos­sible). The victim is  

unable to see threatening sights around him and the protection of the bucket is optimum. This is especially important with 

multip le and child vic tims. Don't hesitate  to pro­vide some pressure to hold the vic tim against the railings. This  is  

not an excursion—it's a rescue! 

Cutting roofs . This  apparatus  represents  the safes t and most effective way to open (cut) peaked-roof s tructures. 

This  tactic is  urgen t in  Vic tor ian (Queen Anne) ba lloon -cons truc ted pri va te  dwellings. Practice  working from the 

bucket i tse lf.  You should be able  to  s tart the  saw, have  properl y des igned pro tec tion to  keep you attached to the 

bucket, and either work with one foot on the roof area or have your partner "drive" the saw you are safely holding 

around the cut area with the tower controls. 

Position of tower ladder at ... private dwelling of more than one story. Barring any o ther problems —at the cor-

ner. Even bet­te r ,  a t the  corner oppos ite  an a ttached garage . The "secre t" o f accounting for life  during fire  in 

these s tructures is  to access the interior s ta irs as much as possible and to enter each room on the second floor 

from the outs ide—"simultaneous entry." The tower ladder, positioned as said above, a llows  access  to  and examina

­tion of two of three, three of four, or four of fi ve  bedrooms. Pic­ ture what I'm  saying.  The las t bedroom must be 

reached by other means. It can be gained off an attached garage roof or by portable extension ladder at the rear. 

...strip store (taxpayer). Directly in  front of the original fire  occupanc y. The roof can be accessed safe ly from 

e ither s ide of the  fire , depending on fire  and wind/exposure conditions.  The tower then can be used, if necessary, 

as a large-caliber s tream for the main fire while handlines and truck work define the perimeter of the  fire  e xtens ion 

with in the e xposures.  Ac tually,  the  tower s tream can ac t as  an 800-gal lon-per-minu te  handline  from the  s ide-

walk position.  
. . .other occupancies . Perpendicular to  your objec tive , mos t of the  time. Rou tine ly,  without vic tims  showing on 

arrival, the  ke y is  to outguess the fire location and to know your "scrub area" in relation to that guess. That is  the 

area of the  building you can touch with the top rail of the basket.  It usually is  50 fee t to the front and rear of the 

turntable at the third-floor leve l (fourth-floor level if you have more than 75 feet of boom). 

Collapse zone:  The  tower  ladder  has  un ique  maneu ve r ing  abili ties  tha t will  permit i ts  opera tors  to  move un-

knowingly in  and out of the  collapse zone. The apparatus itse lf can be parked safely outs ide the horizontal and ver-

tical collapse zone. However, unsupervised actions of basket operators who may acquire tunnel vis ion can easily 

move them in or out of an upper collapse zone. The tower basket and a ll its  extensions must be as far from the 

suspected wall as the height of the wall remaining above it.  

Ope r a ti ng  on  h i l l s .  We  kn o w we  d o  n o t o pe r a te  o n  a  hill if the terrain angle  is  greater than the manufac-

turer's  recom­mended operating angle. Right? But what if you cannot reposition and a vic tim is  screaming to you 

from an upper floor while hold­ing children? Your safest "shot" is  to raise and operate as close to the centerline of 

the  chassis frame as possible -certainly not more than 20 degrees away from it. It is  best to operate over the rear on 

mid-mounted turntables .  But tha t is  ideal.  The weak link here is  the  rota tion control gear.  On severe terrain an-

gles , the s tra in on this  assembly as the boom rotates to the perpendicular is too great and wi ll  cause fa ilure .  How-

e ver,  i f you  must opera te  (over  the cab on mid-mounted apparatus, for example), raise  to as vertical a  position as 

possible  before rotating to the new position in line with the frame-180 degrees away.  

Doubtful terrain. We are talking about the area around build­ings under construction or under demolition, where the 

stability of the ground is in doubt. Use the rule of strength of the tower: The closer you operate to the centerline of the 

chassis frame, the stron­ger the assembly. At construction or demolition sites , try to back up to the objective and 

operate with in 2 0 degrees of the centerline of the apparatus. There will be as little pressure as possible on the terrain 

that may not support the jacks, stabilizers, or outriggers.  
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Mechanicville Fire Department Response Guidelines 

Emergency Operations 

Subject: Scene Size-Up 

 

 
Purpose: To provide a basic guideline regarding the duties of the first arriving Chief, Line Officer or apparatus regarding 
scene size-up. 
 
Upon Arrival 
Complete a proper and thorough scene size-up and determine the primary objectives based on priority and set a strategy 

based on the objectives. Provide responding units information including where to approach from and a brief description of 

what their job will be once on scene.  

The first arriving officer or apparatus shall give a brief report including: 

1. Number of stories 

2. Type of structure 

3. What is appears to be happening? 

4. Report on exposures if applicable 

5. Who is in command? 

Conduct a Scene Size-Up 

1. What have I got? 

2. What is happening? 

3. Where is it going? 

4. What and who is in its way? 

5. What resources do I need? 

 

Evaluate resource needs and request additional resources if needed. The first Officer should assume command of the incident 

and remain in command until formally relieved by a superior officer. A Command Post should be set up. 

Life Safety 

At all times, life safety is the number one priority of the fire service. If there is a report of victims trapped or any other life 

safety hazard is present, all resources available will be utilized to minimize the hazard. Search operations should begin as 

soon as possible. Life safety includes both civilians and firefighters. Therefore, firefighters should never be placed in precari-

ous positions or take unnecessary risks. 

Confinement 

1. Every effort should be made to confine the problem to the smallest area possible. 

2. Confinement of an emergency incident is second only to life safety. 
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