The Mechanicville Fire Department is pleased to provide a monthly series of fire prevention and safety tips to ensure that our citizens, as well as our homes and businesses, are protected from various hazards throughout the year.  To learn more about the department and to review past safety tips, please go to http://www.mechanicville.com/firedept/.  This month we will focus on flooding emergencies courtesy of the U.S. Fire Administration.
In recent weeks we have set records for rainfall in this area.  This obviously led to the flooding of many homes and other property in our community.  There are many hazards associated with flooded basements including physical damage, health, electrical and chemical hazards.  
If your basement is prone to water infiltration, it is important to check for structural damage.  The movement of water in the basement can degrade the foundation and also undermine structural members.  Building materials can also be subject to rot where they will weaken and no longer be able to maintain the integrity of their design.  

When building materials become saturated with water they become a prime breeding ground for mold and mildew, especially in basements where the temperature is typically colder. Mold and mildew has long been known to affect breathing in people with asthma but mold can also cause additional health problems such as flu like symptoms, nausea and diarrhea.  Standing water is also a perfect environment for bacteria to grow and wet building materials can become a breeding ground for mice and insects like carpenter ants. These pests thrive in wet environments and can reproduce quickly causing additional damage.
If there is water in your basement, you are also at risk of damage to your electrical system.  It is important to make sure water entering your home is not seeping into any electrical boxes or appliances, including furnaces and water heaters and to call 911 if you witness this occurring.  The water in your basement could be electrically charged if appliances that are in the water have been compromised.  It is important after the water has been removed to have the home check by a licensed electrician, as damaged appliances could readily contribute to a fire. 
As we all commonly store household chemicals in our basement, we should be aware that these materials can spill during a flood and cause a toxic environment in a non-ventilated basement.  Also, gasoline and other flammable liquids can be moved towards heat sources due to the water while flooding can undermine or dislodge gas lines in the basement.  All of these conditions are priority emergencies and need to be communicated to emergency responders if the condition is known.    

As a result of Topical Storms Irene and Lee, Mechanicville Firefighters were out for long durations assisting our residents.  Crews responded to nearly 50 emergencies ranging from flooded basements, gas and electrical conditions, along with trees and wires down.  In addition, firefighters committed nearly 60 man hours to assist the Village of Waterford, whose citizens were hit very hard by the flooding.  It is important to remind our residents that Mechanicville Firefighters are volunteers, responding to your emergency when there are often emergencies at their own homes and putting in many more hours than would constitute a typical paid work day.  We ask that you maintain patience when calling for assistance and be sure to communicate the situation that you are witnessing so calls can be prioritized and life hazards responded to first.  
We also would like to extend a debt of gratitude to our local businesses, namely Top Cat Landscaping and Haney’s Automotive who continue to pay their employees when they respond as firefighters.  It is these companies and the rapid response of their owners and employees that allow our citizens to perceive that there are firefighters staffed in the station, when in reality, it is the only city department that is all volunteer, and still heavily utilized.  Thank you to those in our community that support this fire department; call 911 fast when an emergency is discovered.  
