Winter Fire Safety Tips*
The high cost of home heating fuels and utilities have caused many Americans to search for alternate sources of home heating. Many methods of heating may be acceptable.  They are, however, a major contributing factor in residential fires. The following fire safety tips can help you maintain a fire safe home this winter. 

Kerosene Heaters

· Inspect exhaust parts for carbon buildup and ensure there is proper room venting

· Be sure the heater has an emergency shut off in case the heater is tipped over

· Keep kerosene, or other flammable liquids stored outside of the house and NEVER fill the heater while it is operating or hot

Wood Stoves and Fireplaces

· Ensure adequate clearance (36”) from combustible surfaces.  Do not overload the fire
· Have the chimney inspected annually and cleaned if necessary.  If the chimney is not clean, the buildup of creosote (soot) will promote chimney fires and accelerate fire spread
· Do not use flammable liquids to start or accelerate any fire

· Keep a glass or metal screen in front the fireplace to prevent embers or sparks from jumping out

· The stove should be burned hot twice a day for 15-30 minutes to reduce creosote buildup

· NEVER close your damper with hot ashes in the fireplace.  A closed damper will help the fire to heat up again and will force toxic carbon monoxide into the house
Furnace Heating 

· Have the furnace inspected by a qualified specialist
· Inspect the walls and ceiling near the furnace and along the chimney line. Check for heat or discoloration.  Ensure flue pipes and chimneys are well supported and free of holes and cracks  

Electric Heaters
· If you use an electric heater, be sure not to overload the circuit. Only use extension cords which have the necessary rating to carry an amp load

· Avoid using electrical space heaters in areas where they may come in contact with water
Other Tips

· NEVER use a range or an oven as a supplemental heating device. Not only is it a safety hazard, it can be a source of potentially toxic fumes
· NEVER try to thaw frozen pipes with an open flame.  The pipe could conduct heat and ignite the wall structure inside the wall space. Use hot water for thawing or a device, like a hand-held dryer
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