The Mechanicville Fire Department is pleased to provide a monthly series of fire prevention and safety tips to ensure that our citizens, as well as our homes and businesses, are protected from various hazards throughout the year.  To learn more about the department and to review past safety tips, please go to http://www.mechanicville.com/firedept/.  This month we will cover grill fire prevention courtesy of the U.S. Fire Administration.
From 2006 to 2008, an estimated 5,700 grill fires on residential properties occurred annually in the United States.  These fires resulted in an average of 10 deaths, 100 injuries, and $37 million in property loss each year.  Almost half of grill fires on residential properties occur from 5 to 8 p.m. and over half of grill fires occur in the 4 months of May, June, July, and August.  32% of grill fires on residential properties start on patios, screened-in porches, or courtyards while an additional 24% start on exterior balconies and unenclosed porches. 


The leading factors contributing to ignition are mechanical failure/malfunction such as a fuel hose leak; closely followed by misuse of the equipment.  The following tips can help prevent grill fires.  
· Position the grill well away from siding, deck railings, and out from under eaves and overhanging branches. 

· Place the grill a safe distance from lawn games, play areas, and foot traffic. 

· Keep children and pets away from the grill area by declaring a 3-foot "kid-free zone" around the grill. 

· Use long-handled grilling tools to provide clearance from heat and flames when cooking food. 

· Periodically remove grease or fat buildup in trays below the grill so it cannot be ignited. 

· Use only outdoors! If used indoors, or in any enclosed spaces, such as tents, barbecue grills pose both a fire hazard and the risk of exposing occupants to carbon monoxide. 

For Charcoal Grills, never add charcoal starter fluid when coals or kindling have already been ignited, and never use any flammable or combustible liquid other than charcoal starter fluid to get the fire going. 

For Propane Grills, check the propane cylinder hose for leaks before using it for the first time each year. A light soap and water solution applied to the hose will reveal escaping propane quickly by releasing bubbles. 

· If you determine that your grill has a gas leak turn off the propane tank and grill and if the leak does not stop, call the fire department. 

· If you smell gas while cooking, immediately get away from the grill and call the fire department. Do not attempt to move the grill. 

· Never store propane cylinders in buildings or garages. If you store a gas grill inside during the winter, disconnect the cylinder and leave it outside. 
Lastly, for your safety wear short or tightly rolled sleeves when cooking. Loose clothing can dangle onto burners and catch fire if it comes into contact with the grill flame.  Also, do not walk away from items being cooked on the grill, unsupervised grills create uncontrolled fires.  Have a fun and safe grilling season.      [image: image1]
