The Mechanicville Fire Department is pleased to provide a monthly series of Fire Prevention and Safety tips to ensure that our citizens as well as our homes and businesses are protected from various hazards throughout the year.  To learn more about the department and to review past safety tips, please go to http://www.mechanicville.com/firedept/.  This month we will review a new NYS law requiring carbon monoxide detectors in homes.  The law takes effect February 22, 2010.
Carbon monoxide (CO) is a product of combustion.  Carbon monoxide is colorless, odorless, tasteless, and non-irritating, making it difficult for people to detect.  CO readings are often discovered in houses when combustion is incomplete at stove tops or furnaces (example – when a pilot light burns in contact with the metal around it).  We also see readings when utilities exhaust into houses, such as a cracked chimney venting smoke into a residence.
Amanda’s Law, passed in the 2009 session of the New York State Legislature, will establish a new requirement for installation of carbon monoxide detectors in homes.  Under the law, one-family homes, two-family homes, dwellings located in condominiums, and multiple dwellings must have a carbon monoxide detector installed regardless of the date of construction or sale.  The law was named after Amanda Hansen, a teenager whose life was tragically ended by a carbon monoxide leak from a defective boiler while she was sleeping at a friend’s house in January 2009.  The new law requires that the carbon monoxide detector be a device meeting New York State standards, and that it be installed in an operable condition in dwellings where there are appliances or systems that may emit carbon monoxide or have an attached garage.  It is imperative that all homes have a battery-operated or plug-in (with battery backup) carbon monoxide alarm on each floor.  Prior to Amanda’s Law, carbon monoxide detectors were only required in dwellings constructed or offered for sale after July 30, 2002.  The goal of this law is to create a safer living environment for New York State residents and a greater awareness of home safety issues that are intensified by seasonal heating issues prevalent in the Northeast.

When installing a CO detector please read the packaging to ensure that you understand how the device operates and notifies of a hazard.  These devices will also alert you in a different beep sequence when the battery is low or the device is malfunctioning.  As always, if your detector activates or if you are concerned about the possible presence of CO in your home, exit the home and call 911 for the home to be checked by the fire department.  

