The Mechanicville Fire Department is pleased to provide a monthly series of fire prevention and safety tips to ensure that our citizens, as well as our homes and businesses, are protected from various hazards throughout the year.  To learn more about the department and to review past safety tips, please go to http://www.mechanicville.com/firedept/.  This month we will cover state and city regulations governing outdoor and back yard burning, as well as the handling and disposal of trash and debris resulting from spring clean up.  

During the spring season residents often clean out basements and garages and remove yard debris that had fallen during the winter season.  Due to the close proximity of buildings within the city, it is important for all residents to heed the outdoor burning regulations as set forth by NYS and in the City Code.  According to the US Fire Administration, an estimated 655,200 “outdoor fires” occur annually in the United States. They cause approximately 50 deaths, 875 injuries and $154 million in losses. Forty-one percent of all fires in the United States are “outdoor fires” and approximately 47 percent of them result from the burning of trash or rubbish.  The leading factor contributing to outdoor fire ignitions is misuse of materials.

Since open burning is the largest single cause of wildfires in New York State, the NYS DEC has placed the following restrictions on outdoor burning.  For the full list and article please refer to http://www.dec.ny.gov/press/58544.html 
· On-site burning of limbs and branches only is allowed between May 15th and the following March 15th.  This means that there is no burning of these items every spring between March 15th and May 15th.   

· Barbecue grills and similar outdoor cooking devices are allowed. 

· Small cooking and camp fires are allowed. 


The following excerpt from the City of Mechanicville code places additional restrictions on outdoor burning.  The full complement of outdoor burning regulations along with the entire city code can be found at http://www.mechanicville.com/Government/citycode/citycode.htm.

§ 86-6. Leaves and Vegetation

It shall be unlawful for any person to burn leaves anywhere in the city or to burn off leaves or vegetation from any area in the city.

§ 86-7. Fires in Yards 

No person shall ignite a fire in any yard in the city unless it is confined to a wire, steel, concrete, brick or other fireproof enclosure or receptacle. A fire ignited on the outside of any building shall be continuously under the care and direction of a competent adult from the time it is kindled until it is extinguished. Any fire kindled or built outside of any building shall be at least 25 feet from any wood structure, and in no event shall such fire be built within 10 feet of any type of structure. The Fire Chief or his representative shall have the authority in all cases to prohibit the use of any fireplace or fire-burning receptacle within or outside of any building as aforesaid which in his opinion shall be deemed hazardous and dangerous. In no event shall this chapter be construed to permit the burning of garbage or any material which would produce noxious odors.
The City of Mechanicville offers an annual spring clean-up which will be held the week of May 24th.  Please have items to the curb by Sunday night May 23rd.  In addition to proper disposal of trash, wood and other debris; please dispose of chemicals in the proper receptacles at approved facilities.  Chemicals should never be mixed and flushed down the drain.  This act will cause a noxious vapor cloud which will rapidly overcome anyone within the room.  This disposal method can also create a hazard to the environment.  Please refer to product labels and local trash and recycling services to seek the proper disposal method for the type of chemical in your possession.  

Please pay attention to these hazards, which peak during the spring season, in addition to all other hazards that we have discussed.  When in doubt, call 911 for assistance from local emergency services.    
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